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Sinai Covenant & Passover Origins

Review of the Abrahamic Covenant

Recap of the previous episode, focusing on the Abrahamic Covenant and

circumcision as its sign.

Emphasized that the Abrahamic Covenant is unconditional, with Yahweh

responsible for fulfilling the promises: land, blessing, and a lineage extending

to the nations.

Circumcision is required for Abraham's ethnic descendants and household

members, including servants, as a sign of participation in the covenant.

Clarified servanthood in Abraham's time as familial and relational, not akin to

later concepts of slavery.

Abraham is considered righteous because he obeyed Yahweh's commands,

many of which were passed on orally before being written down.

Progressive Revelation and Pre-Sinai Commands

Discussion on how earlier biblical figures (e.g., Noah, Abraham) received

commands and lived righteously, even without the full Sinai law.

Mentioned the oral transmission of God's instructions prior to the written

Torah.

Progressive revelation: As the community grows from clan to nation, additional

commands are introduced to reflect Yahweh's character and expectations.

Correction on Previous Statement about Bethel

The speaker corrected a previous error: Bethel is the site of Jeroboam's
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temple (a place of unauthorized worship in Northern Israel), not Solomon's

temple, which was built in Jerusalem.

Sodom and Gomorrah: Sin and Righteousness

Transitioned to the narrative of Sodom and Gomorrah, highlighting Lot's

status as a righteous man despite living among the wicked.

Used references from 2 Peter and Ezekiel to describe the sins of Sodom:

arrogance, neglect of the poor and needy, haughtiness, sexual immorality, and

idolatry.

These sins are seen as violations of Yahweh's character and were later

codified in the Sinai Covenant.

Emphasized the universality of God’s standards of righteousness, which apply

to all people, not just Israelites.

Introduction to the Sinai (Mosaic) Covenant

Began exploration of Exodus 12 and the institution of Passover (Pesach).

Egypt symbolizes the world and slavery to sin; Yahweh’s redemption of Israel

from Egypt foreshadows spiritual deliverance from sin.

Passover instructions: selection and slaughter of an unblemished lamb,

application of its blood to doorposts and lintels (threshold covenant), and

instructions for eating the meal.

The blood on the threshold signifies entering into covenant and protection

under Yahweh, a concept familiar in ancient Near Eastern practice.

Passover is to be observed as a perpetual memorial, with the original event

being unique (e.g., eating in haste, applying blood to doorposts).

The Feast of Unleavened Bread

Detailed instructions for removing leaven and eating unleavened bread for

seven days.

Both Israelites and aliens (gentiles) were invited to participate if they joined

the covenant community, signifying the inclusivity of the covenant.

The ongoing observance of Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread is to

serve as a continual reminder of Yahweh's deliverance and faithfulness.



Faith, Covenant, and Relationship

Faith is described as active—righteousness is demonstrated through

obedience to Yahweh’s instructions.

The ultimate goal of all covenants is a loving relationship between Yahweh and

humanity, reflecting His image in the world.

Decisions and Action Items

Correction of the previous error regarding Bethel was made and clarified.

Plan to continue the in-depth study of the Sinai Covenant in the next episode,

focusing on its importance and relation to the New Covenant.

Questions Raised

What specific commands did Abraham and earlier patriarchs observe? (Not all

are specified in the text, much is inferred.)

Were all animals permitted for food before Sinai, or was there an implied

distinction between clean and unclean?

How do the ancient covenants inform our understanding of faith and

obedience today?
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